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great risk involved in the voyage and how much was at
stake for the future success of the war. The first half of
the crossing was made without mishap, but a short while
later a torpedo-boat destroyer was sighted bearing down
upon the convoy. It was the Alcald Galiano*
The Dato went out to meet it, and as soon as they were
within firing distance both opened cannon fire, and they
were in the midst of combat, in which one of the transports,
which was armed, also participated. Regulars and Legion-
naires, under cover, rifle in hand, asked permission to board
and take possession of the ship. But the Red destroyer was
held off at a great distance by the Dafo, which, having
shorter-range guns, was forced to enter within the firing
zone, advancing decidedly towards the Red ship, which it
attacked with unparalleled heroism, officers and sailors
rivalling each other in bravery and indifference towards
death,
The struggle was at its height when four aeroplanes from
Seville made their appearance overhead, and began to
circle above the Alcald Galiano^ which immediately veered
round and took to flight at a speed of thirty knots, "their
conduct contrasting with that of the Dato," according to the
official report, "whose commander, Don Manuel Stinico,
conducted himself admirably, for the Alcald Galiano could
have sunk all the ships with impunity, which did not occur,
fortunately, for lack of skill and through excessive fear."
The convoy entered Tarifa without mishap, to the great
joy of the Spanish people there. Franco could not conceal
his satisfaction over the fact that his predictions had been
fulfilled to the letter.
"It is the triumph of faith and discipline. Divine Provi-
dence is with us," he exclaimed.
General Franco reported the event to the authorities at the
Naval Base at El Ferrol with the/ollowing wireless message: